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Appendix 5 

Captured Japanese Aerial Hiotography 


1, The dates on the Car/tumd Japttnaee Aerial Photography ava il h ie 
through the Central Film Library, Air AO, are confined to the early 1.930* e. 

It seemed Improbable that the Japanese .had no other reconnalsaance photog- 
raphy taken during the 1940* s over China# ll&nchuria and eastern Siberia. 

Persistent questioning of agencies that should know revealed no trace of 
later photography in the Washington area* It did reveal a widespread feel- 
ing that there mat be auras in cdsimtst Inquiry with persons recently 
returned from Japan revealed that the photography does exist and that. it 
is being used by several units operating with the Occupation Forces but no 
one knew exactly who wan holding the material* its date and extent. 25X1 A9a 

conference vi.a held with relative to 

the importance of retrieving tils photography for us® by CIA and otter 25X1 A9a 
interested agencies in V'aahlngton. The decision was reac; **i that it was 
strongly advisable that 

it would, bo highly bene- 

25X1 A9a 

facial, particularly to CIA, to ha ve locate and determine the 
scope of this potent source of Information from an area whore we are so 
lacking in direct evidence* GR/OCD has been made aware of our interest in 

25X1 A9a 

these photographs and the advisf billty of investigating the 

situation for CIA. 
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3* A second act of conferences were Arra ng ed 
v?ith personnel in SO. First contact vim made with 
who passed m on to with whoa I dlscuaeod U» 

med for the photogrupiiy and 4 x>a~ibILity of it being in Ja r cn. Ha 
was ;aost cooperative and understanding, At his suggestion, no visited 

• reoantly associated with G~2, FECQsi* 2h© Colonui 

knew definitely that the photography *a being used in FIGOM and Flii' 

mon& othar ® 1,1 Ju ^ an ind thllt <*wyww su : posed that a set of prirAa 
from the negatives had been shipped to Washington, 


4« It Is hoped that the Ca; shined ei forte of 

eiLi. ssiake *ivc liable sufficient infoivai-tivii 
about the Captured Japanese Aerial Photography so appropriate action 
raay be initiated by OCD to bring to Tat, hint; bon the required prints or 
duplicate negatives at the earliest possible date. In ease there U a 
large Bass of material „uch as w e the case in Germany it ;.ught be 
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expedient to have copies of the lot mpu flown to Washington so the 
Graphic Research Coordination Group can eutiiblish priority for the 
duplication in the field of the various ar eas covered. 


i : 

I; 
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Ott the basis of ay brief r tudfer Of the situation in CIA # I imfcj 
tha following rocanmndatione i 

1, ihat OPJl have on lie ristff a skilled photo i nternreter 
fully aware of the photo intelligence potential of the isatertal nor 
available to OUR, OGI, and. CGI analysts, For tills position, I 
reoom.nond to you v.ithcut roservulicn 

2, Siat it would be -most netful to the analysts it lit and 
other of flows of CIA to have available t smll teari of j hot© inter-* 
praters with tho standard P.I. wiotpsont to work directly ith the 
analysts st their desks. Such a gr>u|» could be slowly liOuuB&ilatiDd 
as the appropriate persons are located, At this tine it sieena tluit 
not acre than Oiree photo interpreters are needed, I/Air could 
effootively use a photo interpreter wntlniMwtoly for about four 
months at this tine, I an sure other units emild do likewise* 

If areas now slotted to us am opened, them id 11 be a mush 
greater need and the suggested three ri|;hfc well serve sr a pilot 
operation to work out the- techniques of ocerdiaating i&ie:Q3ftanSD 
on an all^s cures basis. Such r group of interpreters si otfUl havt; a 
close liaison tdth Ora phis s roister, OCD, where mash of the asteriil 
is available and unused, 

3, 'ixiat tho currant aerial phot«{ 3 raphy over north Iqrrea be 
utilised ffor OflR evaluation of tim ©contadc potential of that ams by 
•the emplcyaent of eolacted Amy end Air Force Kioto IMerpretatioo 
lease, ’Reserve, as an orterml reseat'd! project. 


Approved For Release 2000/08 122 ^ : C IA-RDP75-00662R0002001 8001 9-4 


25X1 A9a 



Approved For Release 20^ 



P75-0Q662R00020( 


DRAFT 


2 April 52 


25X1 A9a 


25X1 A9a 


of the Graphics Register, I 


Accompanied by 

spent the morning with the Photo Interpretation Unit of the Reconnais- 


ate 


sance 


Branch, Director/of Intelligence, IS Air *orce. There I discussed 


the 


le CIA requirements for photo interpretation with Colonel detchel. 


Major Mayuga, and Mr. Tate. This organization is eager to continue 
supplying routine or special photo 

These reports are just that— photo interpretation— they do not propose 

O. SMn4A«ii *1 

U +>**■ 

to be photo intelligence reports ; rimm ze&xhezaZ material^ formy 

. 

considerable part of the final product***. At present the high Air 
. Force priority projects are increasing in number to such an extent 

that it is quite possible that in the near future this Unit will be 

T/» 

unable to supply CIA with prompt service. Their ^ has been frozen, 
and it appears unlikely that they will be allowed *»*h®r personnel. 
The US Army has assisted them by detailing to the Unit two Army PI 
to assist in the general work of interpretation, and thus relieve 
some of the pressure due to. Army requirements. I believe that a simi- 
lar arrangement whereby either actual photo interprets*-**; belonging 
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to CIA are detached for duty with this Uhit, or CIA funds allotted 


to the Unit to pay for additional photo interpreters would enhance 

ate 

our relationships with the photo interpreters in the Director/of 


'P 

Intelligence, Air Force. During the discussions it was brought out 

that at present the flow of material from FEAF is so great, and Air 

Force interest in it so little, that nothing is being done with 

this photography, much of it covering strategic installations in 

the northern part of North Korea and possibly, at times, showing 

areas outside the boundaries of that country. At present all of 
material* 

this/not worked and with the accompanying reports not distributed* 
being 

is/stored in the Pentagon under the care of the Air Adjutant General, 
where it is held for ninety days. At the end of that time, this 
valuable source of information is destroyed. It may be that a 
scanning of the material by GR/CD might yeild to CIA important 
information. 

Probably the most disastrous news learned this morning is that 
-SAC is urging the return to continental United States of the 
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three r£-U5's, the only aircraft in FEAF capable of adequate penetra- 
tion of those areas within the Soviet sphere of interest to us. The 
PI Unit that I visited is registering a non -concurrence for the 
return of these aircraft, and I am sure that the same action should 
be taken by CIA. It is through the employment of these aircraft 
that the interesting photography of Sakhalin was procured. Without 
these aircraft in the field, it world be impossible to follow these 
developments and to search out others. For this purpose alone, I 
believe it worthwhile to recommend holding the aircraft in the 
FEAF area. 


' Hie af-ternggrr oT ~ T April I spent practically the entire after- 
noon discussing the proper utilization of aerial photos of any 
vintage with the six or seven analysts in l/Air. These young gentle- 
men are fully aware of the potential that lies in aerial photography. 
They are using all available photo interpretation reports *rr the 
valuable photography accompanying these reports, ihey badly need 
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a training that could be done on the job which would make it 
possible for them to get more information from the photographs 
and to more intelligently use the photographs in conjunction with 
correlary information from other sources. Mr. Deverall is fully 

\ 

cognizant of the importance of aerial photographies as intelligence j 

i 

documents* and I am sure would favor any action that would increase 

i 

i 

the efficiency of his staff or make available to them skilled 
assistance in utilizing aerial photographs of all vintages. 
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